District nurse responsibilities in relation to 'do not attempt resuscitation' decisions.
The Court of Appeal has ruled that patients and their relatives have the right to be consulted prior to a 'do not attempt resuscitation' notice being placed on file by a health professional. Failing to do so would be in breach of the patient's right to respect for a private and family life under the European Convention of Human Rights, article 8. This article sets out the steps that district nurses must take to ensure that 'do not attempt resuscitation' notices placed on the file of their patients are lawful.